1/9/69 


Dear Harold: 


J u S t a brief note on your letters 1 ? 2 The Thompson story, while interesting, 
P-^bably just a distortion of the story about him getting frames of thh film. 
What I am interested in is the possibility that a film was constructed from these 
frames by the company and then put M in Farewell America. I realize that it is 
th ey got theirs directly from the govt, version, but if it turns 
out that they have Life's version, and if the film could be examined, this might 
be susceptable to proof. Also, Thompson clearly states in his book that, his 
sketches were made from .the original Z slides, thus reddering them lifelife . 

I was astounded to learn that Hick Bemabei was from Cornell. So was Lifton 
and of course Epstein. So far, Cornelians are only batting about 50%. I would 
like his address since I would like to drop him a note— could you send it the 
next time you write. 

Gillis's. mention of Popkin having photos dealing with the Bobby assassin- 
ation is fascinating. It would be interesting to learn with whan, and how 

Stl11 +2? wi ^ P eo P le - Sylvia is very indirect on the point. 

I assume that you are getting in touch with Popkmn about the photos . 

The Huie stuff is. fascinating likewise. There are all sorts of possibilities. 
I assume that Sprgue will demand from him (nicely) what Huie told him in terms 
of. the photo of Frenchie, although I can imagine that it's not the guy, even if 
Huee and/or Ray say it is . 

How can Ray's description correspond closely with Frenchy, when he was 
described on Look as a blond haired Cuban? This is lunacy anyway , to say that 
someone s description matches a photo. All you can say is that it doesn't 
appear to be inconsistent with a photo. 

I. am interested in anything which Dawnay has dug up, although I would 
treat it like something of Penn's. He is far too far off the ground for 
Dick , no matter what his skills , to bring down . His newsletter is sheer 
^ aCy '^^ e ^ Sn ' S is t00 ex P ensive to order. The new price, at 1/2 off, 

MS is MM $7.50 per three months, which is too much to pay for a few 
mimeographed sheets of utter nonesense or stolen material. This brings 
back the FBI's. description of his wife's description of his behavior after 
the assassination — it was pretty weird in the weeks following. 

What ever happened to that film MM or photos which (I think Dick) has 
made a deal for in Canada. Was it Similas or Simpson— I ''ve forgotten. 

• C° ul l you Possibly send a copy of Dick's letter to Vince. He is interested 
m that material and I want to keep him alert on this stuff. I have prevailed 
upon him to contact N.O. and find out whether, and when and how, Turner has tried 
to contact the. off ice, and how many of the promises made to Vince were kept, why 
Jim is still with Bud's committee, etc. Turner is still very much in on things 
and is still capable of much destruction. I put Sprague in a general category with 
Jaffe on some. counts since he just contributes to the problem of keeping Jim in 
line and the investigation on the right track. 


Bemabei stuff 


Take care. Give my regards to your wife. 


January 9 , 1969 


Dear Harold, 

me SrSnSe ^ * YOUr paCe of work 3X16 its quality never seases to amaze 

Tak the f P f 16 S ' on all fronts plus investigate plus help pre- 

Skaw aase - Enclosed is a letter from Fred Newcomb. I have alreadv asked for 

se^-srs r 

3= - 

^ yoJ^ “ t0 bS S ° fter “ t0ne Slnce 1 ™ ** on as ctlose terms with him 

you « r 

ESSE r 

s^^ng^guy^'^OTtethijiff'wh^nh 11 ®^^*3tion S that* 1 he e is^a a ^ S 


Sy r h - ° f <^“«sss ™ — - - - 

is jya-s- r* “ s 

I gted Bud about the „a*s nyself, and he LiftSf S^tifSTSfS'his 
and bon £ 

Comments on your memos for Shaw case background: 

1 ' Helpem should not be called as a witness as you point out. 

, de , ln Radical Economics, which is his most recent, mnder lines the Doints 

^° a t h ^ e H made ‘ 1 agrae ? n fhe ones #y°u want to call. Althoggh Wecht wil/not 

want to do much speculating, I suggest that you ask him if he will £ willing to 

(i^ TiJik£ n hn£? Ut 1 ^ tt ?- e a V to P s y was d °ne on the brain. He has already 

is the nature of a r‘ dlcated that at was inadequate, but what he could comment on 

sug£st a^n^b£ e bu?£? V* Plght ’ wMch fair ^ wel1 described. These 
on this subW? ££ i There is an article in the of Forensic Sciences 
rnniH L. K^'d Th ' at ls ful1 of articles about the kinds of things which 

J hav££v £ S T f^ nd ° Ut Where the shots came from, what types of bullet? 
• a dlst of 311 Nicies on the case in Medical Journals if you are 

interested, although it would require quite a bit of putting together, since I 


made it for the purpose of requesting reprints of all of them. Have you thought about 
Sibert and O’Neill. There would be problems and dangers, and they might clam executive 
priviledge, but they would be in a tight spot to lie. I haven’t thought the pros and 
cons of that out carefully. 

2. Witnesses: Walther, Rowlands: As you know, I agree on both of these. Walthers 

breaking down would not hert a bit, and in fact, might help a great deal. I 
have always liked both she and Rowlands in terms of real concern. Remember the 
end of Rowland’s testimony when Cooper asked him why he hadn't told a copy, and 
Rowland asked the senator if he had ever had recurring dreams. (This should have 
befee in my newspaper articles but they cot it out when they edited.) 

But , the Hughes film wljich you mention in another memo could detract consider- 
ably from Walthers . It was taken only a matter of seconds after she looked away from the 
window, and at most probably not more than about 1/2 minute. M am not sure that Tink’s 
description of two figures in the windows is not at all correct, and the stuff published 
in his book could be used by the other side. It is possible that the men were back from 
the window by then, but those apparent figures are higher than the boxes, and the guy 
on the left seems to have a trunk and head. I haven’t seen the film slowly so I don’t 
know whether there is movement, but this could be checked on. 

Carr must be ignored, since he couldn’t possibly have seen what he ways he saw. 

He was an incredible distance away to even know if there was someone in those windows, 
let alone be able to describe them. The prosecution could take a photo from his position 
and it wouldn’t show a thing. I don’t know what his game is, but I’ve never understood 
why Tink accepted his stuff and assumed it was because of Tink’s incredible, driving, 
neurotic need to find a complete story or solution. 

3. Dallas doctors — full agreement. You know more about these guys than anyone does. 


If I didn’t mention it in my last letter, I am suddenly in trouble in terms of 
school work. Those important PhD prelimary exams I was worried about in May — well, 
they are in March . I have two months to cram for all I ’m worth . If I get wiped otnti , 
and people as smart as I am do, then it will not only hurt academically but mean that 
I will spend the summer studying. So I am putting out the effort now hoping that it 
will give me a free summer, besides the other more obvious reasons. I will try to 
keep the correspondence going. 

I spoke to Patsy and hope to have the photos by Friday at which time I will immediately 
mail them. . He.is exhausted beyond belief# and has been working til 11 every night except 
Sunday. His wife hhs barely seen him for a month. He is getting someone else to do them, 
in fact. 

Take care and feeep up the good work. I was very impressed when MuMU called Vince 
on New Years eve — quite a shocker for an old playboy to be working then. 


